HOW TO FISH  - MT4 “iCustom()” function
BigB said:

It's actually pretty simple really, once you've done it a few times.

The first part is the easiest:

iCustom(NULL,0,"Custom Indicator Name",

NULL=Current Currency Pair

0=Current Timeframe

Next, you would add the variables of your custom indicator in the order that you

use them in the indicator.

Variables must be extern not static in the custom indicator.

So if you had three variables, 21,5,9 the iCustom call would look like this so far:

iCustom(NULL,0,"Custom Indicator Name",21,5,9,

You would then add the buffer that you would want to read, typically they will be

0 and 1 if you only have 2 buffers.

iCustom(NULL,0,"Custom Indicator Name",21,5,9,0,

Then the only thing left to add would be the shift value

iCustom(NULL,0,"Custom Indicator Name",21,5,9,0,shift);
but… 1) in my case (let me take Volty Channel Stop) what are “21,5,9” ?

and… 2) where in the VCS  should I find “the buffer that you would want to read” ?

Ok:

1) in the following piece of VCS indi VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1.mq4
//---- input parameters

extern int     Price       = 0; //Applied Price: 0-C,1-O,2-H,3-L,4-Median,5-Typical,6-Weighted

extern int     MA_Length   = 1; //MA's Period 

extern int     MA_Mode     = 0; //MA's Method:0-SMA,1-EMA,2-SMMA,3-LWMA  

extern int     ATR_Length  =10; //ATR's Period

extern double  Kv          = 4; //Volatility's Factor or Multiplier

extern double  MoneyRisk   = 1; //Offset Factor 

extern int     AlertMode   = 0; //0-alert off,1-on

extern int     VisualMode  = 0; //0-lines,1-dots
I found :  0,1,0,10,4,1,0,0
[confirmed on another mail by BigB]

2) in the following piece of VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1.mq4
//---- indicator line

   IndicatorBuffers(7);

   SetIndexBuffer(0,UpBuffer);

   SetIndexBuffer(1,DnBuffer);

   SetIndexBuffer(2,UpSignal);

   SetIndexBuffer(3,DnSignal);

   SetIndexBuffer(4,smin);

   SetIndexBuffer(5,smax);

   SetIndexBuffer(6,trend);
I found the IDnumbers of the buffers : 0, 1, ……. , 6
Anyway BigB and Robert wrote me I am interested only to the 0 (UpBuffer) and 1 (DnBuffer)

Robert suggested to read the values of the previous closed bar (pointer = 1).

So the value indicator calls in my EA should be:

double up = iCustom(NULL, 0,"VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1", 0,1,0,10,4,1,0,0,0,1);

double down = iCustom(NULL, 0,"VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1", 0,1,0,10,4,1,0,0,1,1);
Could be useful also to know if the price is above or under the VCS drawn dots, then after all I could consider also:

double BlueDot = iCustom(NULL, 0,"VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1", 0,1,0,10,4,1,0,0,2,1);

double down = iCustom(NULL, 0,"VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1", 0,1,0,10,4,1,0,0,3,1);
But coding my EA… HOW TO USE THE RETRIEVED VALUES  ?
BigB wrote :

if (up!=EMPTY_VALUE)
{BUY CONDITION}

if (down!=EMPTY_VALUE)

{SELL CONDITION}
Well…, what does EMPTY_VALUE means?
Since it is a double, does not almost be 0.0 (zero) ?

· I need to code an EA just to read such values and find out what will read the opposite condition (i.e. generate an Alert with the values)

Then , here is the “VCS-read_up-or-down” test EA:
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

//|                                          VCS-read_up-or-down.mq4 |

//|                      Copyright © 2009, MetaQuotes Software Corp. |

//|                                        http://www.metaquotes.net |

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

#property copyright "Copyright © 2009, MetaQuotes Software Corp."

#property link      "http://www.metaquotes.net"

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

//| expert initialization function                                   |

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

// VARIABLES COURTESY OF ROBERT   
datetime      bartime=0;                      // used to determine when a bar has moved

int           bartick=0;                            // number of times bars have moved

   double up = 0.0;

   double down = 0.0;

   int i;

int init()

  {

//----

//----

   return(0);

  }

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

//| expert deinitialization function                                 |

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

int deinit()

  {

//----

//----

   return(0);

  }

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

//| expert start function                                            |

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+

int start()

  {

//----

   // CODE COURTESY OF ROBERT

   // bar counting

   if(bartime!=iTime(Symbol(), 0, 0) ) 

     {

      bartime=iTime(Symbol(), 0, 0) ;

      bartick++; 

      //+-----------------------------+

      //| Code here will execute once |

      //| at the OPEN of a NEW BAR    |

      //+-----------------------------+

         up = iCustom(NULL,0,"VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1",0,1,0,10,4,1,0,0,0,1);

         down = iCustom(NULL,0,"VoltyChannel_Stop_v2.1",0,1,0,10,4,1,0,0,0,1);

         Alert ("Mentre Ask=",Ask," e Bid=",Bid," => VCS Up = ",up, " e VCS Down = ",down);

      //+------------+

      //| End Insert |

      //+------------+

     }

//----

   return(0);

  }

//+------------------------------------------------------------------+
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Ouch!!
Running in the strategy tester (today is Saturday and the ticks are not coming in) it gave me the following results.
While VCS is reversing down to up:

2009.06.05 08:50  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.43 e Bid=137.4 => VCS Up = 137.108 e VCS Down = 137.108

2009.06.05 08:45  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.58 e Bid=137.55 => VCS Up = 137.108 e VCS Down = 137.108

2009.06.05 08:40  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.48 e Bid=137.45 => VCS Up = 2147483647 e VCS Down = 2147483647

2009.06.05 08:35  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.36 e Bid=137.33 => VCS Up = 2147483647 e VCS Down = 2147483647
While VCS is reversing up to down :

2009.06.05 07:40  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.18 e Bid=137.15 => VCS Up = 2147483647 e VCS Down = 2147483647

2009.06.05 07:35  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.28 e Bid=137.25 => VCS Up = 2147483647 e VCS Down = 2147483647

2009.06.05 07:30  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.33 e Bid=137.3 => VCS Up = 137.232 e VCS Down = 137.232

2009.06.05 07:25  VCS-read_up-or-down EURJPY,M5:

Alert: Mentre Ask=137.36 e Bid=137.33 => VCS Up = 137.232 e VCS Down = 137.232
So… 
1) it seems there is not difference between the two VCS values !!

2) why the value “2147483647” given while the VCS is up ?? 
==( WHAT GURUS CAN SUGGEST ?
